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PER REFTEL, FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER RECEIVED FROM 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE: 

BEGIN TEXT.JANARY 25, 1978 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 COPENH 00644 280423Z 

DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR, 

DURING YOUR VISIT TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE ON 
MONDAY THE 16TH OF JANUARY HE PROMISED TO PROVIDE YOU 
WITH SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DANISH 
ATTITUDE TO THE NATO AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING AND CONTROL 
SYSTEM (NATO AEW) OR AWACS, WHICH I PROVIDE YOU WITH 
ACCORDINGLY. 
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THE PROJECT ON NATO AEW HAS BEEN CAREFULLY 
FOLLOWED BY THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AS WELL AS BY THE 
DEFENCE COMMAND, AND THE OFFICIAL DANISH ATTITUDE HAS 
BEEN STATED SEVERAL TIMES IN THE NATO DEFENCE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE, THE CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL ARMAMENTS 
DIRECTORS, AND AT THE MEETINGS OF NATIONAL FINANCIAL 
EXPERTS. THIS ATTITUDE IS BRIEFLY THAT WE ACCEPT THE 
NATO REQUIREMENT FOR A NATO AEW AND AGREE IN PRINCIPLE 
TO THE NATO PROPOSAL THAT THE SYSTEM SHOULD BE A MIXED 
SOLUTION OF THE BOEING E3A (AWACS) IN THE 
STAND ARIZED US/NATO VERSION AND THE BRITISH NIMROD 
AIRCRAFT. 

THE FINAL PACKAGE PROPOSAL FOR A COMMON NATO 
PROCUREMENT HAS NOT YET BEEN RECEIVED, BUT DENMARK 
HAS TAKEN PART IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AT THE MEETINGS OF 
THE NATIONAL FINANCIAL EXPERTS, AND THE DANISH 
REPRESENTATIVE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT DENMARK IS PREPARED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAMME BY CONTRIBUTION OF A 
LUMP SUM. HOWEVER, SUCH PAYMENTS WILL HAVE TO BE DEFERRED 
UNTIL THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTIES DUE TO THE PRESENT 
SUTUATION, WHERE ALL INVESTMENTS HAVE BEEN BOUND TO 
SPECIFIC PROJECTS, I.E. F-16. 

THE STATEMENT GIVEN BY THE DANISH REPRESENTATIVE 
AT THE THIRD MEETING OF NATIONAL FINANCIAL EXPERTS 
ON 21ST - 22ND NOVEMBERN, 1977, WAS OF COURSE SUBJECT TO 
GOVERNMENTAL APPROVAL. (NATO DOCUMENT DS/(ASG(77)319 
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DATED 23RD NOVEMBER 1977 REFERS). 

AT THE LATEST DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING THE DANISH 
MINISTER MADE A RATHER SHORT STATEMENT, AS OUR ATTITUDE 
TO NATO AEW HAD NOT CHANGED. AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
HE COULD NOT ACCEPT DANISH PARTICIPATION IN THE 
PREFIN ANCCING COST TO INITIATE THE NECESSARY RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY NEEDED TO RETAIN THE STANDARDIZED 
OPTION, WHILST REMAINING ASPECTS OF AN AGREED PROGRAMME 
ARE RESOLVED, FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

- FUNDS FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MENTIONED 
NATURE CANNOT BE FINANCED OVER THE BUDGET FOR OPERATIONAL 
EXPENDITURE UNLESS THE BUDGET COMMITTEE OF THE PARLIAMENT 
HAS ACCEPTED THE COMPLETE PROJECT. 

- SUCH AN ACCEPTANCE IS NOT AVAILABLE (AND A PROPOSAL 
HAS NOT BEEN PRESENTED). 

- A PROPOSAL WILL NOT BE PRESENTED UNTIL THE FINAL 
PACKAGE PROPOSAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM NATO, BECAUSE 
IF IT WERE PRESENTED NOW, IT WOULD CERTAINLY CAUSE A LOT 
OF POLITICAL QUESTIONS IN THE PARLIAMENT AND THE PRESS 
ETC., WHICH WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY IN ANSWERING. 

* INCOMPLETE OR INSUFFICIENT ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
ABOUT NATO AEW WOULD RATHER DAMAGE THE CASE THAN SERVE 
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IT. 

IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN DECIDED NOT TO APPROACH THE 
GOVERNMENT OR THE PARLIAMENT (BUDGET COMMITTEE) UNTIL 
WE HAVE RECEIVED THE FINAL PACKAGE PROPOSAL FROM NATO. 

IT IS THE OPINION THAT IT WILL SERVE THE CASE IN THE 
BEST WAY, AND I HOPE YOU WILL SHARE THIS VIEW. 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 

VERNER CHRISTIANSEN, PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY, / 

END TEXT. 

DEAN 
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